
SageDiary
Saturday 21 May: Portugal revisited, 7.00pm at the Hodson’s flat. Those who visited A 

Rocha Portugal will recount their experiences after a bring & share meal. All welcome. 
Contact Martin & Margot on 01865 516507 or info@sageoxford.org.uk.

Sunday 22 May: Work party at SS Mary & John Churchyard Project, 2.00 – 4.00pm. 
Contact Ruth Conway on 01865 723085 or m.r.conway@virgin.net.

Tuesday 24 May: Sage prayer meeting, 10.30am - 12.00 pm, 150 Leiden Road. Contact 
Caroline on 01865 432600 or email davesteel@ntlworld.com.

Wednesday 25 May: Work party at SS Mary & John Churchyard Project, 6.00 – 8.00pm. 
Saturday 28 May: Work party at SS Mary & John Churchyard Project, 2.00 – 4.00pm.
Sunday 5 June: Environment Sunday service, St. Columba's United Reformed Church, 

Alfred Street (off High Street), Oxford, 10.45am. See article inside.
Thursday 9 June: Scientists versus Environmentalists: Which is the bigger obstacle to 

progress on solving the problem of climate change? Vaults Café, St Mary’s Church, 
High Street, Oxford, 7.00 – 9.00pm. Discussion led by author Mark Lynas and climate 
change researcher Dr Myles Allen. Entry £2 (£1 concessions) on the door. Organised 
by Climate Outreach and Information Network (www.COINet.org.uk).

Saturday 11 June: Sage work party, Boundary Brook Nature Park, 1.00 – 5.00pm. Tasks 
at all levels, plus refreshments. Contact Clare on 01865 242588 or can@freenet.co.uk.

Tuesday 21 June: Sage prayer meeting, 14A Osler Road, 10.30am - 12.00pm. Contact 
Jennifer on 01865 768436. 

Saturday 2 July: Walk with the Creator: Exploring Oxford's Countryside, Sydlings Copse. 
Meet on the road verge opposite the Royal Oak farmhouse on the B4027 between 
Beckley and Islip at 2.00 pm. See article inside. To book contact Caroline by 25 June 
on 01865 432600 or caroline.steel@ntlworld.com.

Saturday 9 July: A day at Manor Farm, Warmington, near Banbury, 10.30am to 4.00pm. 
See article inside. Booking form available at www.sageoxford.org.uk/farmvisit2005, 
or contact John Neal on 01295 690253.

Tuesday 19 July: Sage prayer meeting, 42 Morrell Avenue, 10.30am - 12.00pm. Contact 
Clare on 01865 242588 or can@freenet.co.uk.

Saturday 23 July: Sage barbeque, 34 Binsey Lane, 6.00pm. All welcome. Contact Karl & 
Felicity on 01865 727924 or karl@wallendszus.co.uk.

Sunday 31 July: Sage will be taking part in the 10.00am Family Communion service on an 
environmental theme at St John's, Keynsham, near Bristol. If you would like to help, 
contact Martin & Margot on 01865 516507 or info@sageoxford.org.uk. 

Tuesday 23 August: Sage prayer meeting, 81 Green Road, 10.30am - 12.00pm. Contact 
Edith on 01865 763242.

Saturday 17 September: JRI Coffee House Day, Oxford Pastorate Centre, St Aldate's, 
Oxford. If you would like to speak on a topic relating to Christianity and the environ-
ment or simply to discuss over coffee, contact Margot on 01865 516507 or 
info@sageoxford.org.uk. More information at www.jri.org.uk.
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Over Easter this year, 8 `Sages' spent over 
2 weeks at Cruzinha, the A Rocha field study 
centre on the southern, Algarve, coast of 
Portugal. It was for some a return visit after 
12 years, for others a wonderful first taste 
of life and work of the community there.

environmental community about the need to 
protect this special part of Portugal. The 
centre is on land between two arms of the 
Alvor estuary and there is a great diversity 
of flora and fauna here due to the wetlands, 
a countryside of traditional small-scale 
farming, and being on the migration route 
for many birds flying north or south to a 
different climate. It was a privilege to help 
out with the fortnightly wader count along 
the estuary and to watch the skilled handling 
of the birds caught for ringing when the nets 
were raised in the garden each week. We 
also saw how the team is mapping the local 
habitats using global satellite plotting sys-
tems, and monitoring the flora regrowth in 
areas of the Monchique hills just to the north, 
following damage from increasing number 
of forest fires. The Alvor Estuary has 
constant threat from development due to a 
mixture of abandonment of the small farms 
as a sustainable way of life, plus the tourism 
traffic attracted to this coastline. A Rocha's 
work has been influential in gaining Euro-
pean recognition, and in seeking increasing 
protection status for this beautiful area.

`The earth is the Lord's and everything in 
it' says Psalm 24. The Christian basis of A 
Rocha's reason for being was clear in the 
team's heart for stewarding a holy creation, 
and in living responsibly and worshipfully. 
As well as the science projects, the centre is 

Portugal visit highlights 
A Rocha’s work & vision

Fortnightly wader count

A Rocha are Christians in Conservation. 
Their first project was set up at Cruzinha in 
1986 and they now have projects in 15 
countries across the world. Each is individual 
in its emphasis and culture, but A Rocha 
Portugal has become a model of the 
underlying principles that weave throughout, 
which, during our brief time there, we could 
clearly see being lived out.

The conservation work focuses on pro-
jects to monitor the habitats and wildlife of 
the area, building up databases of knowledge 
with which to inform the international Continued over



careful to tread gently in the way they live, 
trying to use resources wisely; enjoy-
ing (very!) good home-cooked, local and 
seasonal food; recycling, composting and 
chicken-feeding what waste they can. Not 
being on mains services means collecting 
spring water every couple of weeks for 
drinking/cooking and a reed-bed for sewage. 
Warm hospitality welcomes all through their 
doors whether day visitor or volunteer-
scientist, of whatever background or creed. 
We shared some good worship together in a 
lovely Passover service and meal which was 
a natural preparation for the annual Easter 
dawn worship on the hilltop above the 
estuary with prayers, meditation and song as 
the sun came up. There were also Sunday 
services at local churches, and the regular 
weekly community prayer time and bible 
study, including a Portuguese Walk with the 
Creator through the Cruzinha grounds.

Other common denominators for the A 
Rocha centres are that they are community-
focused and very much cross-cultural in life 
and work. Living together in community 

means sharing through all the colours of 
family life, with a blend of cultural back-
grounds and languages. The team has also 
been investing in  relationships over the 20+ 
years with those in the community around - 
officials on councils and committees, plus 
those in the local neighbourhood and nearby 
village, which is all crucial in fostering an 
understanding of what they do and why.

Co-operation through education and 
training is also a large part of A Rocha's 
commitment. There are links with Portu-
guese universities, investment in the volun-
teers involved in the science projects, and 
training of bird-ringers. Schools often visit 
several days a week and there is a weekly 
open day for anyone who would like to drop 
by to watch the bird-ringing, browse in the 
education room and chat over coffee and 
cake. These days seem particularly important 
for bringing together people with very 
different reasons for coming to the area - 
birders, holiday-makers and ex-pats - and a 
chance for A Rocha to share their vision and 
the desire to be able to continue to enjoy 
such a precious and beautiful part of creation. 

Clare Newgass

Portugal visit continued

New walks explore Oxford countryside
The aim of the new series of Walk with the 
Creator is to explore some of Oxford's most 
special places of countryside. Each walk has 
a theme, based on a Bible verse. The Bible 
is rich in its appreciation of nature - many 
of the poetic writings in the Old Testament 
use nature as symbols for different concepts 
or spiritual principles.  In the New Testa-
ment, Jesus especially had an acute aware-
ness of the wonder, beauty and meaning of 
creation and used nature in his parables and 
teachings. As Alice Parmalee writes in her 
splendid book All the Birds of the Bible, “all 
nature was to Him a finger pointing to God”.

The series starts on 2 July at Sydlings 
Copse, one of the best botanical sites in 
midland Britain. This local Wildlife Trust 

reserve contains a variety of habitats, 
including an area of limestone grassland with 
large anthills. We will reflect on Proverbs 
6:6, “Go to the ant you sluggard; consider 
its ways and be wise”

All the walks will be 2 to 3 miles long 
and will take about 1½ hours. After each one 
there will be the option of going to St 
Clement's Church for refreshments and a 
time of reflection. Numbers are limited to 
25 people per walk, so please book by 
contacting me on 01865 432600 or 
caroline.steel@ntlworld.com. There is no 
booking fee but a donation to cover costs 
would be appreciated. Transport can be 
arranged if needed.

Caroline Steel

Farm habitat schemes on show
John Neal of Christian Rural Concern 
(CRuC) has kindly invited all Sage members 
and contacts to visit Manor Farm, Warming-
ton, near Banbury on Saturday 9 July.

In the autumn of 1988 arable land at 
Manor Farm was entered into 5-year volun-
tary set-aside. At the end of that period the 
land was entered into the government funded 
20-year Habitat Scheme. The Habitat 
Scheme management plan has required that 
various types of environment are provided 
to enhance the development of a wide range 
of flora and fauna. There are areas of short 
mown grass, areas of long tufty grass, areas 
of nettles, thistles and brambles; areas of 
naturally regenerated scrub; a meadow field 
and naturally regenerated trees now forming 
into small woods.  About 1.5 miles of new 
hedging has been established, some of which 
has now been laid for the first time.

Seven years ago a small sheep flock was 
established and by rotational grazing alone 
(except for some spot spraying of pernicious 
weeds), good grazing land has been produced 
from a course grass area. The introduction 

of the Single Farm Payment Scheme this 
year with its emphasis on the care of soil, 
landscape and water presents new opportu-
nities and challenges.

The day will include talks on Rural church 
& ministry and upcoming courses and event, 
as well as walks round the farm and nearby 
village. There will be an opportunity to 
discuss how these present schemes will 
affect farming patterns in the future as well 
as to evaluate the effectiveness of the land 
placed in environmental scheme 17 years 
ago. To book your place, contact John Neal 
on 01295 690253 or njohnneal@aol.com.

Environment Sunday 
comes to St Columba’s
Environment Sunday 2005 is on 5 June, and 
we are pleased to announce that Sage will 
be taking part in the 10.45am service at St. 
Columba's United Reformed Church in 
Oxford. David Steel will be preaching, and 
the service will be followed by a bring and 
share lunch. The theme this year is Noah’s 
Ark - a tale for our times, and A Rocha have 
now produced a pack, available from their 
website, www.arocha.org. 

If your church is celebrating Environment 
Sunday, and you are in the Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire, Oxfordshire area then contact us 
at info@sageoxford.org.uk and we will be 
happy to advertise your event on the Sage 
website.

Hugh Montefiore
We are saddened to hear of the death of Rt 
Rev Hugh Montefiore, the former Bishop of 
Birmingham, on 13 May. Bishop Montefiore 
was a vocal advocate of environmental 
concerns both within the church and in wider 
society. His books on the subject include 
Preaching for the Planet (1992) and Time to 
Change (1997), and he chaired the board of 
the Friends of the Earth Trust from 1992 to 
1998.

Older Sage supporters may remember the 
service at St Aldate’s, Oxford in 1991, at 
which Bishop Montefiore preached on 
environmental themes, one of the first public 
occasions that Sage had a major involvement 
in. He will be missed by many in the 
environmental movement.


