Sunday 13 May Christian Aid Service, 6.00pm, St Edburg’s ChurBlicester. Sa¢
member Martin Hodson is preaching on Climate Chang

Tuesday 15 May Sage prayer meeting, 2.00 - 3.30pm, 14A Osler Rékhdingtor
Contact Jennifer on 01865 76843&ichardgunraj@onetel.com

Friday 18 - Sunday 20 May One Planet — Fit for Life? Caring for the Naturalodd,
Emmaus House, Bristol. A workshop led by Mary CdlvieSean McDonagh. Co:
£130. Seevww.emmaushouse.org.uk telephone 0117 9079950.

Wednesday 30 May Showing of the filmAn Inconvenient Trutl7.15pm for 7.30pm (fil
start), St Columba's United Reformed Church, Alf&ideet, Oxford. A theologic
reflection will follow. Organised by the Faith incAon group.

Sunday 3 June:Environment Sunday service, 9.30a@hrist Church, Abingdon. TI
service on the theme @aring for Creation is to be taken by the youngest of
children’s groups. For details contact Richard Riggichard.riggs@physics.org

Sunday 3 June:Environment Sunday services, 4.00pm at Aston Rowattire Resen
and 5.30pm at St Margaret's church, Lewknor. Sa# frage article.

Tuesday 12 June Sage prayer meeting, 2.00 - 3.30pm, 42 Morrell AxerContact Cla
Newgass on 01865 242588aan@freenet.co.uk

Friday 15 — Sunday 17 JuneCreation Mattersa joint JRI and UCCF Student Confere
Quinta Hall, Oswestry. Speakers include Sir Johndton & Rev Margot Hodsc
Cost: £55. Booking form atww.sageoxford.org.uk/creationmatters07

Saturday 30 June: 10.15am - 4.00pm. Day visit to A Roch&|USouthall, London. Wi
include a talk by Dave Bookless and a walk arounfotha’s Minet site. IBces ar

limited to the first 25 who book. Cost: £5. For alkt seewww.sageoxford.org.uk/

southall2007r telephone Martin Hodson on 01865 516507.

Saturday 7 July: Wisdom for the eartiL0,00am — 4,00pm, Waltham Place Quiet Ga
Berkshire. One day conference led by Prof Celianledarummond, organised by
Quiet Garden Movement. Detailsvaivw.quietgarden.co.uk

Sunday 8 July: Chiltern Gateway event at Adwell house and growitls a barbeque al
open air service led by A Rocha UK. Details will bposted ¢
www.chilterngateway.org.uk

Tuesday 10 July:Sage prayer meeting, 2.00 - 3.30pm, 150 Leiden Rbaddingtor
Contact Caroline Steel on 01865 432600caroline.steel@ntlworld.com

Saturday 14 July: Sage work party?2.00 — 5.00pmBoundary Brook Nature Park. Pic
task to suit your time and energy, with good conypamd refreshments. Contact C
Newgass on 01865 242588aan@freenet.co.uk

Saturday 21 July: Sage barbequ&.30pm onwards, 42 Morrell Avenue. Contact C
Newgass on 01865 242588aan@freenet.co.uk

Tuesday 14 Augus! Sage prayer meeting, 2.00 - 3.30pm, 14A Osler Readdingtor
Contact Jennifer Gunraj on 01865 76843@ichardgunraj@onetel.com

Tuesday 11 SeptemberSage prayer meeting, 2.00 - 3.30pm, 70 St Leond&dad
Headington. Contact Averil Stedeford on 01865 7238
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We are pleased to announce that this year Sagéenielping to plan and taking part in
Environment Sunday at St Margaret's, Lewknor oorgeJ

For the outdoor service at 4pm, mee
Cowleazes Wood car park, at the tog
Aston Rowant reserve (OS map refere
SU726957). It can be reached from the
A40 to Stokenchurch, off junction 6 of !
M40. Maps will be provided for those w
want to walk down the hill afterwards to
church. Lifts can be arranged back up tc

car park after the church service.

For St Margaret’s, Lewknor, OX49 5T
exit the M40 at junction 6 for the B4009 ¢
follow signs to Lewknor village. Pleg
contact Simon Brignall on 01844 281 ¢
or simon.brignall@arocha.orgwith any
queries, or look at the Sage wek
www.sageoxford.org.uk/lewknor.htm.




Many voices are raised today in alarm a:
learn more about the harm done to our fr:
environment by the reckless use of the ea
resources and the unsustainable leve
carbon that this produces. The church’sv
is but one of many now being heard
governments, businesses and individ
Such a chorus is good news, the ch
emerging to join with others in a campe
that is of concern to all. Our voice, howe'
must be distinctive, not because we v
towards different ends, but because
church brings something vital to the dek
That vital element is
worship. The voice of
creation as it offers up
praise to its creator. “The
heavens declare the glory
of God; the skies proclaim
the work of His hands.”
(Psalm 19:1) Such praise
is shared in by each atom,
each animal. “Even the
stones”, Jesus tells the
crowds, would rise up to
worship him if they kept
quiet (Luke 19: 40). Wor-
ship plays a vital part in
the health of creation. It i
the expression of that we
of life that links us all to each other as cre
beings, sustained and held in being t
gracious God. Genesis tells the story of
that vital chain was broken and the disast
consequences for creation. It points
forward to a day when creation will be het
and the relationship between creation ar
creator will be restored to wholeness.
vital link in the chain is worship, a
mankind the one link in that chain that rr
turn back to praise the creator if wholer
is to be restored. Paul movingly speak

how “the whole creation has been groa
. right up to the present time” as it wi
for the children of God to return to th
creator (Romans 8: 20-23). That groanir
echoed in us, but with the spirit's help
groaning is turned into worship as we 1
to God in hope. The difference betw
groaning and worship points to the v
difference the church can make to

universal yearning for healing and whole-

ness.
The distinctive voice of the churchis hc
Hope for a future restored as we menc

t Margaret’s church, Lewknor

web of life, when our voices are raisec
join the chorus of stars and stones, ani
and atoms in praise to God.

Environment Sunday gives us an oppor-

tunity to do that. We won't be campaigni
we won't be groaning, we will be celebrat
the ‘Web of Life’ as we turn to God in prai
Join us on 3 June at Aston Rowant Ng
Reserve at 4.00pm and at St. Margar
Lewknor at 5.30pm for a celebration of
‘Web of Life’.

Simon Brigna

After some years of “near misses” v
national radio and television, Sage mem
have suddenly been in great demanc
February, Margot Hodson, the Chaplair
Jesus College, Oxford, led the service
Radio 4 Sunday Worship. Sir John Hougt
preached on "Creation held togethel
Christ". Former head of the Met Office,
John Houghton told us why Christii
should be at the forefront of concerns al

College  website, www.jesus.ox.ac.uk/
chapel/sundayworship.php

Then in March the camera crew from
BBC’'s Songs of Praisewere at Averi

Stedeford's Ecohouse filming for a pro-

gramme to be shown later this year. Se
Sage members were also present, an
held an impromptu prayer meeting! M
details nearer the time of the broadcast.
finally in April, Averil was in action agail

climate change. There was a guest appehis time for the ITV'sGoing Greenl gues

ance on a special recording by Ameri
evangelical leader Richard Cizik. Mz
congratulations to all concerned. You
listen to this service from the the Je

it all reflects the growing interest in environ-

mental issues coming from both secular
church sources.
Martin Hodsot

For Creed and Crea
tion, a handbook f
churches on sustain
bility and the environ
ment, was launched
14 March at City Ha
in London by Mayc
Ken Livingstone an
the Bishop of Londol
One of the authors, |
Gillian Straine, is currently training for t
Anglican ministry at Ripon College, Cu
desdon, near Oxford. Environment Minis
David Miliband said: "For the sake of futi
generations we all need to take action
to reduce our consumption and move
low carbon economy. Churches hav
valuable role to play in leading the way, 1
by greening themselves and then by gree
their communities. This booklet is
important step towards this and | praise
hard work and vision of all those involve
The booklet can be downloaded fr

L A small but determined Sage work p:
tackled some rampant brambles at Boun
hBrook Nature Park in early March, to f
up some of the young saplings in the ne
part of the park. We also uncovered in
process holly and privet. The holly was k
to replant elsewhere or sell, and the p
was identified as both the wild (slen
pointed leaves) and the Japanese g:
(more oval-leaved) kinds. The Japar
privet had probably been spread from
jsurrounding East Oxford gardens by bi
so although not a native plant, was see
a self-sown acceptable one for the mon

The area was still very wet underfoot, v
puddles on the woodland path, and full pc
and marsh, where there was a good ma
frog-spawn, and energetic croaking to
heard. Signs of life also including lots of k
activity at the feeders, in the woodl:
snowdrops just going over and primrc
coming out, wild daffodils along the gra:
path borders, and a few crocuses hidir

www.cofe.anglican.org/links/

the town garden flower beds.



